Connected Outcomes Groups (COGs)
The curriculum developed by the NSW Board of Studies is outcomes based.  In order to meet all the outcomes within a crowded curriculum, the Curriculum Directorate has developed a curriculum planning framework which organizes outcomes in connected groups within and across each K-6 stage. This framework of connected outcomes groups (COGs) can be used by primary schools as a curriculum plan for the KLAs included. COGs units of work are developed for each connected outcomes group, and support teachers in developing teaching programs.
Ferncourt PS began using the COGs from 2006 and our scope and sequence is now well-established. By teaching each of the COG units to each Stage over a 2-year cycle, we cover all Stage outcomes in Science and Technology, Human Society in Its Environment and Creative Arts. Many outcomes in Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) are also included. Ferncourt teachers have identified many benefits to planning, teaching and learning from using COGs. The unit outcomes are inter-connected so that students study a topic from several perspectives at once. This focuses and simplifies planning and teaching and enriches students’ learning. Significantly, the COGs can be linked to English and Mathematics outcomes, too, which enables us to enrich and deepen students’ understandings even further. Having reviewed the COGs as developed and published by the DET, Ferncourt teachers have progressively modified the COG units to ensure that they are achievable in our school’s available timeframes, directly relate to our students’ interests and needs and take advantage of available resources while not relying on those which are too difficult for us to access. We’re also working to eliminate duplication both within and across Stages.

An example from Stage 2 may give a clearer idea of the way in which COGs enable a topic to be studied from several points of view. The unit ‘Products, Services and Systems’ is based mainly in Science and Technology. In Stage 2 students distinguish products from services and learn about how products and services change over time to respond to people’s needs. Students study a production process from raw materials to consumer item. Mass production has developed to manufacture large numbers of a product and attention must be paid to ensuring consistency of quality and quantity. Students will design and implement a production process and may have the opportunity to market their product. Using number skills they may calculate their production costs and profit margin. Using writing skills they document their production process. Using knowledge relevant to PDHPE outcomes they evaluate the health and safety of products and may have an opportunity to critique advertising. Meanwhile students also explore a production process or a significant commercial event through drama and movement. Stage 2 has explored the staging of the Royal Easter Show and a recycling plant in this way. Human needs and human interactions, including our impacts on the environment, are examined from several perspectives in the course of this unit.

