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FERNCOURT PUBLIC SCHOOL PREMIER ST, MARRICKVILL

Minutes of meeting held on 3 December 2003



Ferncourt Public School    
Parents’ & Citizens’ Association
PREMIER ST, MARRICKVILLE, NSW 2204       
                Ph 02 9558 3978  Fx 02 9559 3268 

email: ferncourtpandc@yahoo.com.au 
Web: www.ferncourt.asn.au 

Activities Offered at Ferncourt Public School

The P&C supports the running of a number of out of school activities for students attending the school. We hope to extend these activities further through nurturing an active P & C (all new members welcome). Most activities commence the second week of each term and do not run during school holidays. Numbers are limited for each activity so get in early to avoid disappointment. Children must be collected promptly at the end of each activity. Whilst correct at the time of publishing there may be some variations with individual programs. 

	ACTIVITIES TIMETABLE 

	ACTIVITY
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI

	Active Kids
	
	3:30-4:30pm
	
	3:30-4:30pm
	

	Dance Groups 
	Recess
	Lunch 1st half
	
	
	Lunch 2nd half

	Drama
	3:30-4:30pm
	
	
	3:30-4:30pm
	

	Piano Lessons
	By 
	arrangement
	with
	Jesse Pinazza
	0421 811936

	Recorder
	8:30-9:20am, 
	
	8:30-9:20am, 
	8:30-9:20am, 
	

	Band
	
	8:00-9:00am
	
	
	

	Student Choirs
	
	
	8:30-9:15am
	8:30-9:15am
	

	Junior Choir
	
	Lunch 1st half
	
	
	

	Language Classes
	AM/PM TBC
	
	
	
	

	Art Classes
	3:30-4:30pm
	3:30-4:30pm
	
	3:30-4:30pm
	

	Gardening Club
	
	
	
	Lunch 1st half
	

	WARREN Choir (adults)
	
	
	
	7:30-9:30pm
	

	Adult Yoga
	
	
	
	
	6:00-7:30am

	Playgroup (0-5 yrs)
	9:30-11:30am
	
	
	
	


1. Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) & Vacation Program

The OSHC Centre is operated by Marrickville Council, the centre offers before, after and school holiday care program on site. The centre is opened Monday to Friday between the hours of 7am-9am & 3pm-6pm during school term and 7am to 6 pm during school holiday care. The centre offers a range of structured and unstructured recreational activities for school aged children. Permanent places are available as well as casual bookings; however this is limited for some sessions. This service currently operates for working families and allocates places using the Federal Governments’ priority of access guidelines. Further information or wait list forms and fees are available by contacting Kathy Machaalani at Ferncourt OSHC on 9558 0776.

2. Active Kids Program

The school has been successful in the past few years in its application for an Active After School Communities (AASC) Program, an initiative of the Australian Government. Active Kids classes are held for seven weeks of each term and are designed to engage children in fun, safe and inclusive structured physical activities. Children develop an enthusiasm for being active, while being provided with the opportunity to develop essential motor skills. The program is free of charge and operates on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at 3:30pm. Each term the program focuses on a different sport e.g. soccer, basketball, dance, multi-skill etc. with the programs taught by external accredited providers and/or Ferncourt teachers. Active Kids is usually offered to students on a first come, first served basis. There is a limit of 35 places available. Please contact Ms Kordis (KA) on 9558 3978 for further details.
3. Dance Groups
Can Ferncourt dance in 2010?! This year, for the first time, there are three dance groups at Ferncourt.
Dance 1 2 6 - This group is open to all students, male and female, in Years 1-6. NO audition, just come along on Tuesdays at lunchtime in the RFF room (1st half). Students will have great fun performing at various Ferncourt events throughout the year.

A.B.C.D. (All Boys Can Dance) – This is a group that is open to all boys (and perhaps some very brave girls) in Years 1 – 6. You’ll be hip-hop’n on Mondays at recess in the RFF room.

Senior Ensemble – After our successful performance last year, Ferncourt will once again be entering the Sydney Regional Dance Festival this year. Students are invited to join this group after audition only. Rehearsals are on Friday at lunchtime in the RFF room (2nd half).

What to wear? All students should wear appropriate uniform such as track pants or shorts. Skirts are not appropriate. Contact Mr Pinazza (KE) on 9558 3978 for more information. 

4. Drama Group

The Drama Group are now running two days a week, Monday and Thursday from 3:30-4:30pm under the excellent instruction of Paige Gardiner, a talented actor (NIDA), singer and musician. The preference is for 4-7 years on Monday and 7-10 years on Thursday, however this is just a guide and places can be offered in the other class if necessary.

Paige currently teaches drama to children at the National Institute of Dramatic Art. Paige’s passion for the performing arts was ignited from a very young age with piano, singing and acting lessons.  Upon completion of high school Paige was accepted into the Queensland Conservatorium of Music, where she studied Classical Piano and performed as a member of The Australian Voices.  Re-locating to Melbourne saw Paige studying Music Theatre at the Victorian College of the Arts (VCA) and working professionally on Melbourne stages as an actor, singer and pianist.  In Melbourne, Paige worked as a singing, acting, piano teacher and Musical Director for the Children’s Performance Company of Australia and the Young Australian Broadway Chorus. She graduated with a Bachelor of Dramatic Art, majoring in Acting, from NIDA at the end of October last year.

If you would like your child to be part of the Drama Group you can contact Paige Gardiner on 0419 578 804
 (paige.gardiner@yahoo.com ). The Group does a small performance at the end of each term. The cost per term of this program is approx. $110.
5. Piano Lessons

Did you know that Ferncourt has its own well-established piano studio, the Ferncourt Fingers! About 25 students currently study piano before and after school every day of the week with either Mr Eliot Pinazza (A.Mus.A.) or Jesse Pinazza (L.Mus.A.). Contact Mr Pinazza (KE) on 9558 3978  for more information.
6. Recorder and Jellybean Music

In Term 4, 2010 we launched a wonderful new music program through Jellybean Music for K-2. This program teaches singing, movement, percussion, glockenspiel, recorder, aural skill, composing and improvisation as a foundation to future music study. With the backup of 10 highly trained teachers and on-line resources, Jellybean music specialise in Primary school music teaching. The Jellybean music program is based on the NSW government curriculum. In year 2, students also get the chance to perform at the recorder Opera House performance in May.
The charge for the term varies between $45 -55 depending the number of students. New recorders can be purchased from the school or bought independently. Music and songs are downloaded from the website. 3 classes will run throughout the school terms on Mon and Tue mornings (see above) Contact Davina Kreis on 9591 2206 for more info or http://www.myjellybeansmusic.com.au/
7. Band

Ferncourt PS now has almost 90 children playing in the two Ferncourt brass bands. Students can join the Training Band from Year 3 and many move from Recorder to Band. After one year in the Training Band students move to the Performing Band.

Band practice is held on Tuesday morning 8:00-9:00am. Conductors are employed from outside the school. The current cost is $60.00/term rehearsal fees. Instrument hire is also available for $50.00/term. Members are also required to attend regular lessons on their instruments – prices vary. 

Students have opportunities through the year to perform at school and for our community (Marrickville Festival, Bandfest, etc) and Performance Band members may attend Band Camp once / year.  A number of smaller ensembles are being developed from the members of the various bands.

Contact Sally Croker, Band Coordinator on 9558 3970 (sally.croker@aanet.com.au) 

8. Choirs

Ferncourt Public School offers a number of options for both students and parents in choral singing. 

There are two students’ choirs. The school choir rehearses on Thursday morning from 8:30-9:15am and all interested students are welcome to join. There is also an ensemble group of singers, ‘The Ferntastics’. Students are invited to join this group after audition, and rehearsals are held on Wednesday mornings 8:30-9:15am.

WARREN the Ferncourt Parent & Community Choir is rapidly growing with thirty members now. The choir is always open for new voices (they are not choosy!). If you are interested then come along on Thursdays at 7:30pm at the school for 90 min of fun and to stretch the old vocal cords. Call Fiona on 9554 7421 for more details or visit the website www.warrenchoir.com
All choirs perform at school and at local community events. Combined performances between students and parents are actively encouraged.
A junior choir has also started for students in K-2 on Tuesdays at lunchtime. Contact Ms Bain (KB) on 9558 3978  for more information.

9. Spanish Language Classes

A Spanish language class will commence in the first term of 2011. There will be two 45 minute classes – year K-2 and year 3-6 both at a beginners level. The fee per term will be around $90 (for a 9 week term). The class will be taught by an experienced native Spanish speaker. At this stage the plan is for the classes to be held before or after school on a Monday. 

Thank you to all of you who responded so enthusiastically to the recent survey. Spanish was the clear favourite. For more information please contact Melanie Morrison on melaniemorrison@bigpond.com. 

10.  Art Classes

Art classes were run for the first time in Term 3, 2009. They have proved very popular and will be run every Monday,  Tuesday and Thursday at 3:30pm. This wonderful creative experience is open to students from Year 1 to 6. The Thursday class is run by Bonnie Kay especially for Kinda kids. The cost is $74 for the term which includes all materials. The classes are limited to 10 students and fill rapidly, so get in fast. For further information on these classes contact Meredith O’Donnell on 0424 293391.
11.   Gardening Club

Ms Rosie Scott has been doing fantastic work with the lunchtime Garden Club on Thursdays with the help of various members of the Environment Committee. All students who have an interest in learning about fruit, vegetables, herbs, kitchen gardens, food miles, organic gardening, flowers, compost, recycling etc. are welcome to attend. Any new parent volunteers who would like to support this initiative are most welcome. Contact Ms Rosie Scott (1R) or Michael Easton on 0439 390435 (ferncourtenviro@gmail.com). 
12. Yoga for Parents

A yoga class for parents and staff is available on Friday mornings (6:00-7:30am) of each school term. Classes are taught by Di Taylor, an accredited Iyengar teacher. The cost is $70 for a five week block You will need a yoga mat and block. For more information, contact Alison Orme on 9559 6437 or 0432 332104 (ormeolive@bigpond.com.au).

13. Ferncourt Playgroup

Ferncourt Playgroup is operated by Ferncourt P&C and is held in the OSHC room on Monday mornings during term, from 9:30 until 11:30am. All parents/carers from the surrounding community with pre school age children are welcome to attend. Playgroup provides parents and carers with an opportunity to meet other parents and carers, make friends and share ideas and experiences. Playgroup gives children an opportunity to have fun, make new friends and develop new skills through informal play. A wide range of activities is catered for including creative play (construction toys, playdough, drawing/colouring), pretend play (home corner, shop, dress up), and physical play (sports equipment). 

Please bring a piece of fruit to be cut up and shared for children's morning tea and $2 per session.  For more information contact the coordinator Maggie Jones on 0423 689 401 (maggie.jones@three.com.au).
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